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for a sixth term as President of Belarus  

 

 

Brussels, 23 September 2020 - “Belarusian media have reported that Aliaksandr Lukashenka 

had been sworn in today, during a secret and hasty ceremony, as President of Belarus for a sixth 

consecutive term.  

By adopting a resolution on the situation in Belarus on 17 September, the European Parliament 

has expressed its unequivocal position on the consequences of the 9 August Presidential 

election. 

This so-called election was conducted in flagrant violation of all international standards. 

Despite massive malpractices and vote-rigging, Ms Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, the united 

opposition candidate, is widely regarded as the candidate who got the majority of votes and 

many Belarusians consider her to be Belarus’ President-elect. 

As a consequence, the European Parliament does not recognise Aliaksandr Lukashenka as 

President of Belarus once his fifth term of office expires.  

It is high time that Aliaksandr Lukashenka accepts the choice made by the Belarusian people. 

Today's rushed ceremony is yet another desperate attempt to usurp power –a farce that has 

obviously no legal value. 

The only viable solution to safeguard a stable, sovereign Belarus is a peaceful and democratic 

transition of power as a result of an inclusive national dialogue. In this respect, we very much 

welcome the establishment of the Coordination Council as the interim representation  

of the people demanding democratic change in Belarus. We also take note of the calls  

by the Belarusian people for the organisation of new, free and fair elections to take place as 

soon as possible under international supervision.” 
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For further information contact: 
Office of Mr Robert BIEDROŃ, tel. +32 2 284 51 41, e-mail: robert.biedron-office@ep.europa.eu 

Eastern Partnership and Russia Unit, tel. +32 2 284 26 43, e-mail: DBY@ep.europa.eu 
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